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Farmer James Burrell of
Louisiana speaks with a
reporter during a National
Black Farmers
Association rally in front
of the Department of
Agriculture in Washington
on Tuesday. (Gannett
Photo, Stephen J.
Boitano)

Black farmers protest

They want government to pay money owed to thousands as part of
discrimination settlement
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WASHINGTON - With Congress bailing out the auto industry and financial institutions, black farmers are
pressing the federal government to pay money owed to thousands of black farmers as part of a
discrimination settlement with the U.S. Department of Agriculture.

bvERTISEmEnT "This is an issue that has been going on for
. years," said John Boyd Jr., president of the
CIICk here to National Black Farmers Association. “(The
government) ought to pay the black farmers what
you owe us."

ADWERTISEMENT
About 200 black farmers, mostly from Southern
states, protested Tuesday in front of the
Department of Agriculture, calling on lawmakers,
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Burrell joined the protest Tuesday because he said many other black farmers have yet to be paid from the
$100 million Congress set aside in a farm bill last year.

"I hope that we can get more clarity on exactly where we're going. Is Congress going to appropriate more
money? ... Are we going to get any justice this time?" said Burrell. "We're still in the same boat where we

started.”

Rep. Artur Davis, D-Ala., who pressed for the funding, said he understands the frustration of black farmers.
But he said it was never the intention of Congress to cap payments at $100 million.

He said the farm bill allows Congress to add funding each year. The $100 million was a “"placeholder” to
preclude lawmakers from stripping the provision from the bill, Davis said.

"I'm expecting that there will be good news very soon on this front," said Davis.
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After the class-action lawsuit was settled, lawmakers - including Obama, then a senator from lllinois - pushed
legislation to allow black farmers who missed the deadline for the lawsuit to file claims. Funding for that
provision was included in the 2008 farm bill.

A ERTISEMENT But black farmers say it has been more than a
. year since Congress passed the bill. And Boyd
Click here to . A
said many black farmers campaigned for Obama
in part because of his support for their efforts. ADVERTISEMENT
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"This is not an anti-Obama rally," Boyd said at
Tuesday's demonstration. "We want the president

to step in and clarify what he wanted his bill to do. CO"ege
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days as a U.S. senator and is deeply committed to
closing this painful chapter in our history."
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Protesters carried signs that read "Stop Promising, Start Paying" and chanted, "Pay the black farmers."
Protesters also led a mule to the Capitol and unrolled a scroll with the names of 75,000 black farmers.

Black farmers will hold a conference Wednesday with members of Congress and federal farm officials to
discuss the funding and other issues.
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traveled to Washington for years to protest what he calls the mistreatment of black farmers. AARP Auto Insurance From The Hartford
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"Nothing has changed. That's why I'm here," said Binion, who led a group of farmers to the Capitol on The Hartford.
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"l want every black farmer to be paid ... and those who were denied," he said. "I want my children to be able
to farm if they want to."
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